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LEADER'S POLICY DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 

 
Wednesday, 13th September, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillors Miles Parkinson (in the Chair), Councillors Clare Cleary, 

Paul Cox, Tony Dobson and Terry Hurn 
 

In Attendance: Mark Hoyle, Head of Regeneration and Housing 
Lee Middlehurst, Revenues Manager 
Mike Walker, Head of Corporate Support 
 

Apology: Councillor Paul Thompson 

  

 
1 Apology for Absence 

 
An apology was received from Councillor Paul Thompson. 
 

2 Minutes of the last meeting 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Leader’s Policy Development Board held on 14th June 
2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 

3 Matters arising (other than those already included on the agenda) 
 
(i)  Lancashire Combined Authority 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson, Leader of the Council, provided an update on the plans for a 
Combined Authority for Lancashire. It was reported that the Combined Authority continued 
to operate in shadow form and that all Lancashire leaders remained committed to working 
together but as was previously reported plans to formalise the Combined Authority would 
not be progressed. The development of devolution deal and discussions around an elected 
mayor would not be progressed. 
 
(ii)  Accrington Victoria Hospital 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson reported that the current contract to deliver services from 
Accrington Victoria Hospital had been extended for 6 months. 
 
(iii)  Whalley Road, Clayton-le-Moors 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson reported that no update had been received from Lancashire 
County Council. 
 
Agreed - That Councillor Miles Parkinson would seek an update 

on the issue of traffic flow on Whalley Road with 
Lancashire County Council. 

 
(iv)  One-way System Accrington Town Centre 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson reported that Lancashire County Council had agreed to revise 
parking on Church Street but that there were still concerns about the one-way system. 
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 (v)  Haworth Art Gallery Promotional Banners 
 
Councillor Terry Hurn informed the group that he’d received comments that the close 
spacing of the galley’s promotional banners on Manchester Road made them difficult to 
read. Mark Hoyle explained why the banners had been positioned in this way and that any 
change would require planning permission. 
 

4 Promotion of Accrington Town Centre 
 
Mark Hoyle presented a report setting out plans to promote Accrington Town Centre 
following completion of the new town square. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson reminded the group that successfully promoting the town centre 
would only be achieved through effective partnership working with all the stakeholders. 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson expressed concern that the exercise to recruit the Business and 
Marketing Co-ordinator would not deliver the right calibre of individual because of the salary 
on offer and the job title. Mark Hoyle explained that he felt the salary was set at the right 
level and the job title and job description accurately reflected the type of skills they were 
looking for. 
 
Agreed - That Mark Hoyle would update the group once 

interviews had taken place. 
 

5 Consultation on the NNDR Discretional Revaluation Relief Scheme 
 
Lee Middlehurst presented the report setting out the background and proposals for the 
NNDR Discretional Revaluation Relief Scheme and detailed the consultation exercise that 
had taken place with all businesses and precepting bodies. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson explained that the proposed scheme was designed to support 
small and medium sized businesses. 
 
In response to questions by Councillors Tony Dobson and Terry Hurn, Lee Middlehurst 
explained that the scheme would run for 3 years; sufficient funding was available to support 
all the identified businesses; businesses would need to apply for it rather than be given it 
automatically as that would breach state aid legislation; and businesses also needed to 
apply each year to ensure any change in circumstance does not make them ineligible for 
the relief. 
 

6 Bereavement Protocol 
 
Mike Walker presented the draft bereavement protocol for consideration. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson asked why the protocol does not consider the closure of council 
buildings in the event of the death of the Monarch. 
 

Agreed (1) That the protocol be applied on the death of the 
Monarch, their consort or the heir to the throne. 

 (2) That Mike Walker revise the protocol to reflect any 
requirement to close council buildings on the death of 
the Monarch. 
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7 Victoria Hotel, Accrington 

 
Following the successful appeal against the noise abatement notice issued on the Victoria 
Hotel Councillor Terry Hurn requested a review of procedures for engaging with relevant 
ward councillors. 
 
Agreed - That Mike Walker raise the matter with the relevant 

officer. 
 

8 Moorside Farm, Rishton 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson updated the board on the current position and future plans 
regarding activity on the site. 
 

9 Mayoralty 
 
i)  Mayoral Nominees 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson explained that the current policy for annually rotating the 
selection of the Mayor between the 2 main political groups was no longer a sustainable 
approach. 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson stated that the Conservative Group had already selected their next 
mayoral nominee as per the current policy and any change to the current approach would 
not be welcomed by his group. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson explained that precedent already existed for amending the 
policy and that the policy would be revised immediately and the controlling group would be 
selecting future mayoral nominees. 
 
ii)  Civic Events outside the Borough 
 
Mike Walker informed the group that an informal policy had developed over recent years 
that mayoral invites to Civic Events outside the borough supported by the Mayoral 
Attendant had been restricted to a maximum of 3 per Lancashire Authority. This had been 
introduced because of the high number of invites that were being received from some 
councils. The current policy was restricted to 3 specific events. The group were asked if 
they wanted to formalise the policy. 
 
Agreed - That the Mayor would be limited to attending 3 civic 

events supported by the Mayoral Attendant per 
Lancashire Authority. The Mayor would be free to select 
which events they wanted to attend. 

 
10 Other Business 

 
i)  Chaigley Manor 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson asked if the Council had written to the Charity Commission about 
Chaigley Manor. 
 
Agreed - That Mike Walker see if a letter had been sent. 
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(ii)  Night Time Economy 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson raised the issue of Accrington’s night time economy and how it 
fitted in with the plans for the town centre. 
 

Agreed (1) That Councillor Clare Cleary discuss the matter with the 
Head of Regeneration and Housing. 

 (2) That Councillor Tony Dobson look to get businesses 
engaged to support a successful night time economy. 

 
(iii)  Electoral Process 
 
Councillor Tony Dobson expressed concerns about the number of people who he had 
heard had been turned away from polling stations because the register indicated they had 
already voted. He said he would be asking for Overview and Scrutiny to look in to the 
matter. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson said that any concerns over voting irregularities should be 
referred to the Police and the issue of the marking of the register should be discussed with 
the Elections Officer. 
 

11 Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Agreed - That the next meeting of the Leader’s Policy 

Development Board be arranged on a date to be 
confirmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


